Helena Township — Board of Supervisors

Minutes — Scott County Township Planning Area Meeting #2
10/21/2026 | Belle Plaine Town Hall

CALL TO ORDER. Meeting was called to order by Brad Davis at 7 p.m.

PRESENT. Chairperson John Wermerskirchen, Supervisor Edward Nytes, Supervisor DeAnn Croatt, Clerk
Heather Taylor DuCharme, representatives from Scott County, representatives from Belle Plaine Township,
and Representatives from Blakeley Township.

MEETING DISCUSSION. Discussion of the items on the attached agenda as well as discussion of annexation
issues, Helena Township/City of New Prague annexation update, and orderly annexation agreements. Meeting
was adjourned by Scott County representatives at 8:30 p.m.

Submitted: Date: \\‘ S ’;)62(& W Clerk

Approved: Date: //”;\/&L{ y{' W Chairperson




AGENDA
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SCOTT COUNTY

TOWNSHIP PLANNING AREA MEETING #2
(Blakeley, Belle Plaine, Helena)

Belle Plaine Town Hall
25130 Hickory Blvd
Belle Plaine, Minnesota
Wednesday, October 21, 2026
7:00 PM

L. Welcome
II.  Recap April 15" Meeting
III. Maxfield Study Data
IV. Emerging Issues — Data Centers/Battery Storage/Solar
V. Urban Expansion Growth in UER

VI. Land Use Comp Plan Exercise

VII. Next Steps & Adjourn
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SCOTT COUNTY COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL DEMNAD ANALYSIS MARKET TRENDS

Commercial/Industrial Building Permit Trends

The following summarizes information on commercial, industrial, and public building permits

issued in Scott County from 2021 through 2025. Data was obtained from the Metropolitan

Council which collects data from communities in the seven-county Metro Area via an annual

survey. Permit data includes new buildings and additions to buildings if the permit valuation is
$100,000 or more. The value represents the estimated cost of construction as reported on the

building permit. A detailed data table is located in the Appendix.

o A total of 166 new commercial/industrial building permits were issued in Scott County
between 2021 and 2025, totaling roughly $414.5 million in value. There are 33 new
construction commercial/industrial permits issued in Scott County annually.

s As shown in the following graph, Shakopee was the most active community with 48 permits

issued between 2021 and 2025 (29% of all Scott County commercial/industrial permits),
followed by the Townships with 40 permits (24%) and Savage with 22 permits (13%).

scott County Commercial/Industrial Permits
2021 - 2025
Townships
.. 24%
J
Shakopee
29% b
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Prior Lake ....cacemmmsin 7%
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e Total permit values were highest in Shakopee ($198.4 million in total permit value) between

2021 and 2025, followed by Elko New Market ($43.3 million) and Savage ($38.4 million).

e On average, NneEw commercial/industrial projects have a construction value of $2.5 million

per project. Average permit values were highest in Elko New Market ($10.8 million),

Shakopee ($4.1 million), sand Creek Township ($4.0 million), and Belle Plaine ($2.2 million).
The high average permit value in Elko New Market is due, in large part, to one permit issued

in 2024 at a $40.7 million value.

MAXFIELD RESEARCH AND CONSULTING
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£ Association of

Minnesota Counties

DATA CENTERS

Overview for Minnesota

County Commissioners

What is a Data Center?

Data centers are secure facilities that store,
process, and distribute digital information through
large networks of servers. They provide the
physical backbone for internet connectivity and
power essential technologies such as cloud
computing, e-commerce, artificial intelligence, and
government data platforms. As generative Al
expands and digital services become increasingly
central to daily life, the demand for the
infrastructure that supports these systems

continues to grow.

Data centers can deliver significant economic
benefits to local communities, including increased
tax revenue, job creation, and improved digital
connectivity. However, they also pose challenges—
most notably high energy consumption,
substantial water use, and land-use impacts.
These trade-offs make it critical for counties to
carefully evaluate proposed data center
developments and plan for sustainable growth.

Globally, the average data center occupies about
100,000 square meters. The largest facility,
located in China, spans approximately 10.7 million
square feet. Nevada is home to the world's largest
colocation data center, covering 7.2 million square
feel across multiple buildings. Colocation facilities
rent space to businesses to house their servers
and IT equipment, and many companies choose to
distribute their infrastructure across multiple such
centers. The global data center market is
projected to reach $1 trillion by 2027.

Components of Data Centers
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\Xhy Minnesota?

As of March 2025, there were 5,426 data centers located in
the United States. This compares to 529 in Germany and 523
in the U.K. during the same period. Currently, the largest data
center markets by total power are Northern Virginia, Beijing,
London, and Singapore. It is estimated that Minnesota has
between 60-81 data centers operated by 38 providers, with
more being planned. Minnesota attracts data center
developers with its low disaster risk, water resources, cooler
climate (which reduces electricity use 10 cool the facilities),
strong energy and fiber infrastructure, tax incentives (such as
sales tax exemptions on equipment and energy anda
permanent property tax exemption on equipment), skilled
workforce, and stable regulatory environment, making ita
reliable and efficient location for long-term operations.




$ Economic Impacts

Data centers can bring important economic benefits to a community. Building a
data center creates short-term construction jobs, and once it opens, it provides
long-term, well-paying jobs in areas like technology and building operations.

Data centers also support other local workers, such as electricians, "

maintenance staff, and nearby businesses. Additionally, they often lead to
better local infrastructure, including stronger power systems and faster

internet, which can attract new businesses to an area. Over time, data centers s

can raise property values and bring in more tax revenue. However, because
developers may ask for tax breaks or help pay for infrastructure, counties
should carefully think about the benefits and the possible financial impact.

2£ Environmental Considerations

Key Questions for
Counties to Consider

Who pays for utility and road
upgrades—developer, utility
ratepayers, or taxpayers?

What are projected water and
power demands, and are they
sustainable long-term?

Are land use impacts
consistent with county
comprehensive plans?

What community transparency
and data reporting
requirements apply?

What economic incentives will
the county make? What will be
the positive economic impact
on jobs and tax base to the
county?

Data centers use large amounts of electricity and water to operate, which can place pressure on local resources and
infrastructure. Depending on its size, a facility may require anywhere from tens to hundreds of megawatts of electricity -
including power for backup systems — and between 100,000 to 1 million gallons of water per day for cooling. According to
the 2024 United States Data Center Energy Usage Report from Berkeley Lab, data centers consumed 176 terawatt hours of
electricity in 2023, accounting for 4.4% of total U.S. electricity use. Nationally, data centers also consume an estimated
7.41.7 billion liters of water per day. This level of consumption has raised concerns about taxing Minnesota's groundwater
resources as well as meeting the state’s goal of a carbon-free electrical grid by 2040. In response, new technologies are
emerging to reduce energy and water use, including sources of renewable power sources and more efficient cooling
systems. Additional environmental considerations include light and noise pollution, waste management, and compliance

with sustainable building standards.

Minnesota Laws and Statutes Affecting Data Centers

Recent state legislation now directly affects data center permitting, and among its provisions are the following:

« 2025 HF16 allows the DNR to engage early with °
proposed data center projects using more than 100
million gallons of water per year and requires that
any new or existing water appropriation permits for
such projects include conditions ensuring
sustainability, water conservation, and protection of
public health, safety, and welfare.

= Data center developments are required to route
permitting inquiries through Minnesota Business
First Stop to improve state coordination.

s Under Minn. Stat. §297A.68, subd. 42, qualified data
centers may receive sales tax exemptions on
equipment purchases, but electricity is no longer
exempt as of July 1, 2025.

Large-scale projects (over $250 million investment)
must follow prevailing wage and clean energy
design standards.

« Several major projects in Minnesota have recently
been cancelled, raising concerns that the state’s
regulations, specifically the permitting process, are
slowing development of the industry.

November 2025

Association of Minnesota Counties | 125 Charles Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55103-2108 | www.mncounties.org
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Scott County 2040 Comprehensive P

2040 Urban Expansion Growth Analysis

| 2040 Developable UER Parcel New Home 2015-2025

Urban Expansion Areas &
Adj. Dwelling Units New Homes - /j
Twp City Possible 2015-2025 i:‘/“ <
Belle Plaine BP 40 7 % 4
Blakeley BP 6 1
Helena NP 28 6

Jackson SHA 27 10
Louisville SHA 27 13
New Market EMN 66 20
Spring Lake PL 36 8
Sand Creek JOR 20
St. Lawrence JOR 32
St. Lawrence BP 14
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Scott County 2040 Comprehen

(Urban Expansion Area Analysis\ Urban Ex
2015-2025 Twp Adjace

Belle Plaine Belle Plair
Blakeley Belle Plair
St. Lawrence  Belle Plair

|| 2040 Developable Urban Expansion Reserve Parcel

New Home 2015-2025

mae, Scott County Physical Development Division
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e Zoning Administration
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f’& _tt 200 Fourth Avenue West, Shakopee, Minnesota 55379
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